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who apparently were willing to kill them-
selves in order to do this damage?

The President. Well, I can’t answer that,
but I do know that there have been long peri-
ods when the security operations have suc-
ceeded. And if these people were part of
larger networks, there may well be something
else that can be done, but I don’t obviously
know the facts of this specific case. We can’t
say whether any action by the Palestinian Au-
thority, for example, could have stopped this
bombing, but we can say, from our observa-
tions, that there could be increased security
activity and cooperation.

Q. Will you try to reach Chairman Arafat,
and what publicly do you expect him to do
in the wake of this explosion?

The President. Well, he’s already talked
to Prime Minister Netanyahu, and I would
expect him to say in public what he said to
him in private. And I would expect there to
be increased security activity and increased
security cooperation.

Q. Mr. President, how long will the Den-
nis Ross trip be postponed, and what specific
new steps will he bring from the United
States trying to revive the peace process?

The President. I think it’s inappropriate
to discuss the second part of your question
at this moment, but the trip will be post-
poned for a period—an appropriate period
of mourning.

Q. Mr. President, do you think that it’s
time for either you or the Secretary of State
to become personally involved? There has
been a lot of criticism that the United States
hasn’t been——

The President. First of all, I think the sug-
gestion that we’ve not been personally in-
volved is just false. But certainly——

Q. In a public way, though.
The President. Well, I believe, and I think

that the record will bear this out—I be-
lieve—my personal involvement has been
continuing and intense in this. But I know
of no example in recent history where peace
is made by third parties trying to be helpful
making public statements alone. I believe the
way I’m doing this is the most effective way.
But you should not conclude for a moment
that the White House has not been intimately
and intensely and continuously involved in

this peace process, particularly as it has got-
ten more difficult.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel; Chairman Yasser Arafat of
the Palestinian Authority; and Special Middle East
Coordinator Dennis Ross.

Statement on Campaign Finance
Reform
July 30, 1997

In my State of the Union Address, I called
on Congress to enact bipartisan campaign fi-
nance reform legislation. I said that delay
could be the death of reform and urged Con-
gress to move forward quickly. I strongly sup-
port the decision by Senators McCain and
Feingold to bring campaign finance reform
legislation to the floor of Congress in Sep-
tember for a vote.

The problems with the role of money in
Presidential and congressional elections are
plain. Since the campaign finance laws were
last overhauled two and a half decades ago,
the system has been overwhelmed by a flood
of campaign cash. Both political parties are
now engaged in an ever-escalating arms race
for campaign funds. The consequences for
our political system are clear: There is too
much money in politics, and it takes too
much time to raise.

To make sure that ordinary citizens have
the loudest voice in our democracy, we must
act to change the campaign finance laws. This
year, I have asked the FEC to ban so-called
soft money to parties; I have asked the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to require
broadcasters to provide free TV time to can-
didates; and the Justice Department has indi-
cated it will defend spending limits in the
courts. But these steps, however important,
are no substitute for legislation. America
needs—and the American people demand—
strong, comprehensive campaign finance re-
form legislation. As the new century ap-
proaches, we have an opportunity and an ob-
ligation to restore the trust of the American
people in their politics—and this is our
chance to do it.
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For years, the special interests and their
allies have blocked reform. This year, those
who seek to continue special interest influ-
ence as usual will filibuster again. But this
year, we have an opportunity to come to-
gether across party lines to act and pass re-
form that cleans up the campaign finance sys-
tem. September will be the time for Mem-
bers of the Senate to stand up and be count-
ed for reform. I will do what I can to see
to it that 1997 is finally the year that it is
achieved.

Remarks to the 1997 National Boy
Scout Jamboree in Bowling Green,
Virginia
July 30, 1997

Thank you very much. Are those Arkansas
flags I see back there? Thank you for waving
them.

Let me say to all of you, I want to begin
by thanking John Kates for that introduction.
Congratulations for passing the board of re-
view for the Eagle Scout rank. I didn’t notice
whether John had a public speaking merit
badge on his sash, but I’d say he earned one
tonight standing up in front of all of you to
introduce me. I think he did a great job. Let’s
give him a hand. [Applause]

I want to say to Jere Radcliff, Roy Roberts,
Jack Creighton, to all the officials of the Boy
Scouts here, thank you for what you do with
our young people. I’m happy to be joined
tonight by the Secretary of the Navy, John
Dalton; the Secretary of the Air Force, Sheila
Widnall; the Under Secretary of the Army,
Joe Reeder; and the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, the top ranking naval officer in the
United States and a proud Eagle Scout, Ad-
miral Jay Johnson. They’re right over here,
and we’re all glad to be with you tonight.
Again let me say to Major General Dennis
Malcor, the commander of the National
Scout Jamboree Task Force, to all the Scout
leaders, and to the men and women of the
Armed Forces who are helping with this jam-
boree, I am grateful to you for supporting
these fine young Americans.

It’s a great privilege for me to be here to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the first na-
tional Scout jamboree, a pleasure to serve

and an honor to serve as your honorary presi-
dent. As has already been said, ever since
1910, when William Boyce founded the Boy
Scouts of America, every President has
proudly served as your honorary president,
for every President has recognized what a
great contribution Scouting has made and is
making to the character of our young people
and, therefore, to the character and future
of the United States of America.

I, like many members of our administra-
tion, was exposed to Scouting at a young age.
I began as a Cub Scout in Hot Springs, Pack
1, Ramble Elementary School, Ouachita area
council. And those are the guys that are wav-
ing those flags back there. So don’t boo them
too hard. They’re just sticking up for one of
their own.

When I was preparing to come out here
to visit you, I was reminded of how the Boy
Scouts got its start in our country as the result
of a good turn. I reviewed once again the
classic story of how William D. Boyce lost
his way in a dense London fog and received
help from a British Scout who refused to ac-
cept a tip. Just think about how that one good
turn set in motion millions upon millions of
other good turns over the years.

I know that John Kates, the Scout who in-
troduced me, and the other young Eagle
Scouts whom I met before coming up here
have done their good turns—John, his for
many older people in his hometown of De-
troit, where he’s mobilized more than 3
dozen volunteers to bring hot meals to elder-
ly folks who don’t have families to help them
during the holidays. Just yesterday Scout-
master Andrew Leahy of Brentwood, Mis-
souri, did a good turn on pure instinct and
reflex, with an impressive tackling form as
well. Surely you have heard that Andrew
helped the Capitol Police apprehend a man
who almost ran down several pedestrians, in-
cluding a Member of the United States Con-
gress, in his car. I believe that he is here
tonight, and if he is, I want to thank him
personally for that good turn. I don’t know
if there’s a Scout merit badge for tackling
dangerous people who are violating the law,
but if there is one, I think he ought to get
it.

You may know that last April, I and all
former Presidents and General Colin Powell
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